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Document n° 14/HAY2010



        Boa Vista, March 15, 2010.

Once again, we Hutukara Yanomami Association document and report the increase of mining on our land. Once again we received a document from the Yanomami region Papiú, reporting the presence of armed miners who are working freely on our land, coming in and out with constant flights. Once again we hope that FUNAI and the Federal Police will work right and take the invaders from our land, before the violence and disease invades our land again, as they did in the late 80's.

Every day we are more concerned that mining is increasing, but FUNAI and the Federal Police are not addressing this illegal activity. We are hearing from our relatives that mining is increasing in various regions. The Federal Police do not believe us, so we are risking our lives to get closer to the mining areas to gather information and show that mining is really increasing. The letter from Papiú provides information about mining in one of the tributaries of the Couto Magalhães River, with photos and maps.  Getting these was very dangerous and we received death threats from the miners. This also concerns us greatly.

Hopefully we Yanomami do not have to run more and more risks for our complaints about the mining to be heard. We want FUNAI and the Federal Police discover what planes and runways are being used by the miners. We want them to arrest the businessmen who support goldmining on our land. Trying to hold them in the forest is no use, because they always run away.

This is another appeal from us. We are tired of having to fight against mining. We hope that the authorities believe in us and take immediate action. Remove the miners from our lands.
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